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Geography 
 
There are six health and social care localities across North Lanarkshire. The data in this profile is presented at 
intermediate datazone geography where possible, these 78 geographies have been allocated to the locality areas on 
a best fit basis. 

The data is drawn from public sources and should be considered with local knowledge.  
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 Wishaw Population 2019 
  Females Males Persons 

0 - 4               1,507               1,583          3,090  

5 - 9               1,616               1,717          3,333  

10 - 15               1,979               2,182          4,161  

16 - 19               1,236               1,213          2,449  

20 - 24               1,638               1,795          3,433  

25 - 29               1,848               1,876          3,724  

30 - 34               2,123               1,900          4,023  

35 - 39               1,921               1,920          3,841  

40 - 44               1,715               1,731          3,446  

45 - 49               2,069               1,977          4,046  

50 - 54               2,272               2,223          4,495  

55 - 59               2,164               1,991          4,155  

60 - 64               1,923               1,792          3,715  

65 - 69               1,629               1,464          3,093  

70 - 74               1,427               1,256          2,683  

75 - 79               1,075                  890          1,965  

80 - 84                  881                  563          1,444  

85 - 89                  538                  327             865  

90+                  244                  113             357  

Total population             29,805             28,513        58,318  

 
The 2019 North Lanarkshire population is 341,370. 
The projected population in Wishaw locality in 2036 is shown on the population pyramid on the right. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The distribution of the older population across the council is shown in the three graphs below. 

 

 
 

 

  



 
 

Life Expectancy 2016-2018 
 

 Males Females 
North Lanarkshire 75.2 79.4 
Scotland 77.1 81.0 

 
The table above shows the current life expectancy at birth for North Lanarkshire and Scotland. Life expectancy in 
Scotland and the UK has stalled in recent years. Discussions around this trend are available at this webpage1. 
 
Locality, council and national figures available for the period 2013-2015 are shown on the graph below.  
 
Estimated life expectancy in Wishaw social work locality, 2016 (2014-2018 5 year aggregate) 

 
 

 

• Male life expectancy is highest in Craigneuk, Airdrie at 85.5 years and lowest in Craigneuk, Wishaw at 65.0 
years 

• Female life expectancy is highest in 2 areas -  Balloch East and Stepps - (87.2 years) and lowest in Craigneuk, 
Wishaw (69.1 years). 
 

Further information on life expectancy2 across North Lanarkshire is available. 
 

 
 

  

 
1 https://www.scotpho.org.uk/population-dynamics/recent-mortality-trends/ 
2 https://www.northlanarkshire.gov.uk/your-council/facts-and-figures/life-expectancy 

https://www.scotpho.org.uk/population-dynamics/recent-mortality-trends/
https://www.northlanarkshire.gov.uk/your-council/facts-and-figures/life-expectancy


 
 

Poverty and Deprivation 

 
 
 
 
SIMD by datazone 
 
The graph below is from the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation (SIMD) 2020. It shows the percentage of people 
who are income and employment deprived within the locality. The number of people who are income deprived 
includes dependants of someone who is income deprived. This webpage3 provides information of the range of 
income and employment deprivation across North Lanarkshire. 
 

 
 

Within the SIMD 2020, other issues highlighted by the data are: 
 
Twenty datazones (of 78 datazones) within Wishaw SW locality are ranked within the 15% most deprived 
areas of the country.  

• Craigneuk - Meadowhead Street to Kimberley Street – SIMD rank 49 
• Gowkthrapple - Birkenshaw Brae– SIMD rank 53 
• Craigneuk - Flaxmill Avenue to Aldersyde Avenue – SIMD rank 55 

 
3 https://www.northlanarkshire.gov.uk/your-council/facts-and-figures/scottish-index-multiple-deprivation-simd-2020 

https://www.northlanarkshire.gov.uk/your-council/facts-and-figures/scottish-index-multiple-deprivation-simd-2020


 
 

• Craigneuk - Laurel Drive to Wishaw Hospital – SIMD rank 153 
• Newmains - Murdostoun View to Isla Avenue – SIMD rank 157 
• Wishawhill - Briarwood Road to Wishaw North Junction – SIMD rank 212 
• Wishaw - Harestane Road to Houston Street – SIMD rank 260 
• Wishawhill - Pentland Road to Cheviot Crescent – SIMD rank 273 
• Newmains - Muirhouse Avenue to Dougan Drive – SIMD rank 295 

 
The four datazones shown below are within the 5% most health deprived in the country. 

• Craigneuk - Meadowhead Street to Kimberley Street – health rank 39 
• Wishawhill - Briarwood Road to Wishaw North Junction – health rank 50 
• Craigneuk - Laurel Drive to Wishaw Hospital – health rank 120 
• Craigneuk - Flaxmill Avenue to Aldersyde Avenue – health rank 189 

 
 

22 of the 78 datazones rank within the 15% most education deprived areas of the country, with 3 
datazones below in ranking 1, 3 5 most deprived in the country. 

• Craigneuk - Flaxmill Avenue to Aldersyde Avenue – education rank 1 
• Gowkthrapple - Birkenshaw Brae – education rank 3 
• Wishawhill - Briarwood Road to Wishaw North Junction – education rank 5 

 
 
 
Children in low income households (%) August 2016 

 

 

 

The percentage of children living in low income households varies from 43.4% in Craigneuk, Wishaw to 4% in 
Carrickstone. 

 

MSG related indicators: 
 
A&E attendances rate per 1,000 



 
 

 
 
 

Locality Rate per 1,000 
2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 

Wishaw 335.1 335.8 342.6 368.0 375.9 
North Lanarkshire 340.0 334.5 344.2 359.3 369.6 
Scotland 287.2 280.1 281.7 285.9 294.7 

 
Wishaw’s A&E attendance rate has increased by around 12% over the last five years. It has remained 
broadly similar to the North Lanarkshire rate, however is well above the National rate. 
 
Emergency Admissions rate per 1,000 

 
 

Locality Rate per 1,000 
2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 

Wishaw 129.1 130.3 134.9 138.6 140.5 
North Lanarkshire 125.4 130.4 132.5 136.0 136.2 
Scotland 107.9 109.4 109.2 110.0 111.8 

 
Wishaw’s emergency admissions rate has increased approximately 9% over the last five years. It has 
remained broadly similar to the North Lanarkshire rate, both of which are above the national rate. 
 
Emergency admission bed day rate per 1,000 



 
 

 
 

Locality Actual 
2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 

Wishaw 782.9 844.4 787.2 788.1 757.3 
North Lanarkshire 741.8 752.5 717.3 728.9 686.9 
Scotland 779.1 762.9 758.7 746.6 744.1 

 
Wishaw has consistently had the highest emergency admission bed day rate in North Lanarkshire over the 
last five years. The rate has decreased over 2018/19 and is nearly on par with the Scotland rate, but still 
remains the highest in North Lanarkshire. 
 
Age 18+ delayed discharges rate per 1,000 (Jul – Jun) 

 
 

Locality Rate per 1,000 
2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 

Wishaw N/A N/A 138.0 143.9 108.5 
North Lanarkshire N/A N/A 128.2 132.7 110.9 
Scotland N/A N/A 118.7 114.1 99.1 

 
Wishaw has followed a similar trend with the North Lanarkshire delayed discharge rate, where it increased 
in 2017/18, which was followed by a decrease in 2018/19.  Despite Wishaw being above the National rate, 
it has now fallen below the partnership rate for the first time. 
 
 
A&E conversion to hospital admission (%) 



 
 

 
 

Locality Percentage 
2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 

Wishaw 23.5 23.6 24.8 28.1 27.7 
North Lanarkshire 26.4 28.1 27.8 29.5 29.0 
Scotland 25.8 25.4 25.0 24.6 24.2 

 
Wishaw’s A&E to admission conversion rate has continually increased over the last 5 years where it crept 
above the national rate in 2016/17. However it has decreased in 2018/19 and remains consistently below 
the North Lanarkshire total percentage. 
 
7 day readmission rate per 1,000 

 
 

Locality Actual 
2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 

Wishaw 12.4 13.1 15.7 14.0 14.3 
North Lanarkshire 12.3 12.4 12.9 12.4 12.8 
Scotland 10.0 10.1 10.4 10.4 10.7 

 
Wishaw has the second highest 7 day readmission rate of the 6 localities in North Lanarkshire. It has 
consistently been above the partnership rate and National rate. 
 
 
2+ emergency admissions 



 
 

 
 

Locality Actual 
2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 

Wishaw 23.8 23.0 25.5 25.5 26.8 
North Lanarkshire 22.4 23.0 23.9 24.1 24.6 
Scotland 18.6 18.8 19.0 19.2 19.1 

 
Wishaw’s 2 plus admissions rate has continually grown at a greater rate than the partnership average since 
2015/16. 
  



 
 

Long Term Conditions (Scotland data unavailable) 
 
Overall, Wishaw has had the highest rates in North Lanarkshire for many indicators particularly for LTC’s. 
Coincidentally, 70% of the Wishaw population live in SIMD quintiles 1 and 2 i.e. the most deprived areas. 
 
Chronic Pain Prevalence 

 
 

Locality Actual 
2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 

Wishaw 103.7 109.1 110.8 111.7 111.3 
North Lanarkshire 90.0 93.5 95.6 96.0 95.7 
Scotland N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Wishaw’s chronic pain prevalence rate has increased by around 7% over the past five years. In each of the 
years it has had the highest rate amongst the North Lanarkshire localities. 
 
COPD/Asthma Prevalence 

 
 

Locality Actual 
2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 

Wishaw 146.5 149.6 151.2 154.2 159.4 
North Lanarkshire 143.2 145.9 146.8 148.5 154.4 
Scotland N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
All localities in North Lanarkshire have had a gradually increasing trend for COPD/Asthma; however 
Wishaw’s rate has increased to have the highest rate of all localities in 2018/19. 



 
 

 
Osteoarthritis Prevalence 

 
 

Locality Rate per 1,000 
2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 2018/19 

Wishaw 25.2 26.6 28.0 29.2 29.4 
North Lanarkshire 22.1 23.4 24.6 25.5 26.1 
Scotland N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

 
Wishaw’s osteoarthritis rate has increased by around 17% over the last five years. It has continually had 
the highest rate amongst the North Lanarkshire localities over this time period. 



 
 

Mother and Baby Indicators 
Across the six localities breastfeeding varies, from 2.8% in Bellshill Central to 31.3% in Ladywell, this compares to a 
council average of 15.2% and a national average of 27.1%. 

Babies exclusively breastfed at 6-8 weeks – 2015 based on 3 year aggregate (%) 

 

Age of Older and Younger Mothers 2014-2017 3 year aggregate (%) 

 

Healthy Birth Weight Babies, 2015 3 year aggregate (%) 

 

Early Deaths 



 
 

All-cause mortality among the 15-44 year olds 2016 (rate per 100,000) 

 
 

Early Deaths from Cancer 2014-2016 3 year aggregate (rate per 100,000) 

 
 

Early Deaths from Coronary Heart Disease (CHD)  <75 years, 2015 (rate per 100,000) 

 

Hospital Admissions 
Patients Hospitalised with Coronary Heart Disease, 2014 (rate per 100,000) 



 
 

 
 

Alcohol Related Hospital Stays, 2016  (rate per 100,000) 

 
 

Patients (65+) with Multiple Emergency Hospitalisations 2016 (rate per 100,000) 

 
Patients with Emergency Hospitalisations 2016 (rate per 100,000) 



 
 

 
 

Patients Hospitalised with COPD 2014, 3-year aggregates 2013/14 to 2015/16 (rate per 100,000) 

 

Benefits and Labour Market 
Pension Credits by Locality 2015 (%) 

 

Adults Claiming Incapacity Benefit / Severe Disablement Allowance 2015 (%) 



 
 

 
 

Educational Qualifications (All people aged 16 +)  
Level 1 Level 2:  Level 3 Level 4 and 

above:  
No 

qualifications 
Airdrie 25.4% 13.2% 10.2% 16.3% 35.0% 
Bellshill 26.5% 13.1% 10.0% 14.8% 35.7% 
Coatbridge 25.7% 13.2% 10.1% 15.2% 35.8% 
Cumbernauld 26.1% 15.2% 11.6% 19.9% 27.3% 
Motherwell 24.0% 14.6% 10.6% 18.9% 31.9% 
Wishaw 26.0% 12.9% 9.9% 16.3% 36.3% 

 
Level 1 = : 0 Grade, Standard Grade, Level 2 = SCE Highers, Advanced Higher, CSYS, A Level, AS Level; Level 3 = : HNC, HND, SVQ level 4 or equivalent; 
Level 4 = Degree, Postgraduate quals, Professional qualifications 

  



 
 

2011 census – Self Reported Health of Carers (Wishaw) 

 
 

 
Very good or good Fair Bad or very bad 

0 to 24 94% 4% 2% 
25 to 49 83% 13% 4% 
50 to 64 66% 24% 10% 
65 and over 40 % 39% 21% 

 

 

2011 census - Economic Activity of Unpaid Carers  
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