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Our Vision
Improving the lives of our residents and 
regenerating local communities for long-term 
economic growth are the drivers behind our 
ambition for North Lanarkshire.

Our plan supports the local economy by creating new jobs, 
regenerating local communities and transforming our town centres into 
vibrant multi-use spaces - all part of the council’s vision to make North 
Lanarkshire the place to live, learn, work invest and visit.

We’re investing £3.5 billlion over the next 10 years, which, along with 
private sector inward investment, will create around 12,000 jobs and 
generate an additional £1billion for the local economy. 

We’re already making progress, with new housing developments 
underway, plans for town and community hubs, commercial 
investment and improvements to our infrastructure such as the pan-
Lanarkshire orbital road, which are central to creating connected 
communities that are supported by greenspaces and active travel 
networks. 

There are so many exciting projects underway that will help to create 
our vision for North Lanarkshire. 

Take a look at our latest progress.

Please note that all images have been taken before the Covid-19 outbreak. 



Housing
We’re Scotland’s largest local authority landlord and 
driving forward our house building project to deliver 
5,000 new council homes by 2035. 

New Build Homes
We’ve completed 772 new build homes, with 162 on site and 43 of these expected 
to be completed by April 2021. Additional sites have been identified and are at 
various stages of progression for a further 1,344 homes across North Lanarkshire

These include a number of town centre sites and Phase 1 tower re-provisioning 
sites. 

Take a look at housing plans.

NEW BUILD SITES - AS AT 18 DECMBER 2020

Area Location Number of homes Status

Completed

Holytown Main Street 10 Completed (Amenity)

Holytown Spruce Way 10 Completed

Motherwell Ravenscraig 18 Completed (off the shelf)

Airdrie Clarkston Primary School 19 Completed

Millerston Coshneuk Road 11 Completed (Amenity)

Cumbernauld North Road 29 Completed

Wishaw Cambusnethan Primary School 20 Completed (Amenity)

Viewpark Laburnum Road 40 Completed

Moodiesburn Gartferry Road 50 Completed

Cumbernauld Westfield Drive, 30 Completed 

Airdrie Former Albert Primary School 14 Completed

Chryston Lanrig Road 27 Completed (Amenity)

Coatbridge Corsewall Street 14 Completed

Bellshill Former Belvidere Primary School 20 Completed

Kilsyth Fisher Aveune 30 Completed

Chryston Old Lindsaybeg Road 14 Completed (off the shelf)

Motherwell Glencairn Tower site 25 Completed

NEW BUILD SITES - AS AT 18 DECMBER 2020

Area Location Number of homes Status

Completed

Viewpark Former Tannochside Primary School 16 Completed

Wishaw Walkerburn Drive, Coltness 20 Completed

Cumbernauld Cardowan Drive 30 Completed

Cumbernauld Kildrum Nursery 16 Completed

Chryston Station Road (Persimmon) 30 Completed (off the shelf)

Chapelhall Former St Aloysius Primary School 30 Completed

Cumbernauld Brown Road 20 Completed

New Stevenston Former New Stevenston Primary School 15 Completed

Chryston Greenlea Road 21 Completed

Coatbridge Old School Court 20 Completed

Airdrie Former Alexandra Primary School 14 Completed

Harthill Former Harthill Primary School 20 Completed

Motherwell Cleekhimmin, Ravenscraig (Barratt) 10 Completed (off the shelf)

Coatbridge Blair Road 40 Completed

Motherwell Calder Primary School 30 Completed

Gartcosh Johnston Rd / Inchnock Aveune (Bellway) 16 Completed (off the shelf)

Cumbernauld Cedar Road Nursery 14 Completed

Chryston Main Street (Bellway) 18 Completed (off the shelf)

Wishaw Meadowhead Road, Ravenscraig (Keepmoat) 11 Completed (off the shelf)

Sub total 772 Completed

NEW BUILD SITES - AS AT 18 DECMBER 2020

Area Location Number of homes Status

Onsite

Coatbridge St James Primary School / Lismore Drive 58 On Site*

Wishaw Dimsdale 61 On Site*

Bellshill Caledonian Avenue 27 On Site*

Wishaw Roberts Street (Belhaven House) 16 On Site

Sub total 162 Onsite

http://www.northlanarkshire.gov.uk/regeneration-and-investment/investing-housing


NEW BUILD SITES - AS AT 18 DECMBER 2020

Area Location Number of homes Status

Off the Shelf

Chryston Gartferry Road (Allanwater) 22 Off the shelf                                    
Purchase approved at Committee

Glenboig Garnqueen Farm (Muir Homes) 15 Off the shelf                                    
Purchase approved at Committee

Airdrie Former Orrs Building (Wilson) 20 Off the shelf                                    
Purchase approved at Committee

Sub total 57 Future off shelf purchases from developers

Total 2278

NEW BUILD SITES - AS AT 18 DECMBER 2020

Area Location Number of homes Status

Design
Development
Underway

Cumbernauld Community Growth Area 75 Site currently being marketed 

Chryston Chilterns Care Home 21 Planning app approved

Glenboig Marnoch (CGA) 30 Design options being considered 

Coatbridge Berwick Street 19 Planning app approved

Bellshill Community Road 29 Planning app approved

Motherwell Mabel Street 20 Project on hold

Plains Plains Primary School 16 Planning app approved

Waterloo Mossburn Street 20 Planning app approved

Glenmavis McArthur Avenue 21 Planning app approved

Coatbridge Columba High School
100 Design development underway

30 (Potential 30 Mixed Tenure)

Viewpark Laburnum Road 26 Planning app submitted

Coatbridge Bank Street 9 Planning app approved

Airdrie Glenacre Drive 15 Approved at Committee - May 2020

Chapelhall Gibb Street 40 Approved at Committee - May 2020

Wishaw Graham Street 18 Approved at Committee - May 2020

Coatbridge Kildonan Street 49 Approved at Committee - May 2020

Cumbernauld Former Cumbernauld Village Primary 8 Approved at Committee - Sept 2020

Glenboig Former Police Station, Main Street 6 Approved at Committee - Sept 2020

Motherwell Brandon Street 49 Approved at Committee - Sept 2020

Wishaw King Street 16 Approved at Committee - Sept 2020

Motherwell Former BRE site, Ravenscraig 24 Approved at Committee - Nov 2020

Motherwell Windmillhill Street 4 Approved at Committee - Nov 2020

Motherwell Former Motherwell Town Hall 20 Approved at Committee - Nov 2020

Sub total 665 Design Development Underway

NEW BUILD SITES - AS AT 18 DECMBER 2020

Area Location Number of homes Status

Tower
Reprovisioning
Sites

Airdrie Northburn Place 31 Re-provisioning site 
Planning app approved 

Airdrie Dykehead Road (Holehills) (Phase 1) 83 Adjacent site to Re-provisioning 
Planning app approved

Airdrie Dykehead Road (Phase 2) 56 Re-provisioning site 
Planning app approved

Airdrie Dykehead Road (Phase 3) 11 Re-provisioning site 
Planning app approved

Coatbridge Shawhead 111 Re-provisioning site

Wishaw Gowkthrapple (Ph1) 100 Re-provisioning site

Coatbridge Dunbeth 170 Re-provisioning site

Wishaw Coursington 60 Re-provisioning site

Sub total 622 Re-provisioning sites



Development 
Pathfinder Scheme
We’ve introduced a Development Pathfinder 
scheme in support of our new build programme, 
allowing us to work with housing developers to 
buy new ‘off the shelf’ homes. 

Initially, four towns were selected as part of a 
pilot and we’re currently considering potential 
projects to deliver over 300 homes. It’s been 
agreed to extend this scheme to include all 
areas in North Lanarkshire with every site being 
assessed on its merits.

Be part of our exciting plans and contact our 
Development Pathfinder Team.
Email NewHousingSites@northlan.gov.uk to find 
out more.

Tower Strategy
In consultation with local people, we agreed ambitious plans to demolish all tower 
blocks and a number of low-rise properties over the next 25 years, replacing them 
with modern homes that meet the housing needs of local communities. 

The first phase of the demolition programme is progressing well with two of the three 
high-rise towers at Holehills, Airdrie, now demolished. Plans for the demolition of 
Merrick, Pentland and Cheviot towers are on course to be completed early in 2021.  

Off The Shelf Purchases - Affordable 
Housing Policy Area 
We’ve purchased 78 homes from private developers in the north area as part of their 
Affordable Housing Policy planning obligation, with a further 37 acquisitions in the 
pipeline. 

In addition, 39 homes have been purchased from developers in Ravenscraig.

These purchases represent a good option to help deliver housing in areas of high 
demand.

Open Market Purchase Scheme
Since 2018/19, 299 homes have been purchased through our Open Market 
Purchase Scheme (OMPS), and it’s estimated this will increase to 400 by the end of 
2020/21.

This has proved very popular and allows us to purchase former council homes. 

mailto:NewHousingSites%40northlan.gov.uk?subject=


 Planning
Planning Applications: So far in 2020/21 we have approved planning applications for 
over 1,300 new homes across North Lanarkshire.  For example, just recently the 
Planning Committee granted permission for the development of 535 units at 
Garnqueen Farm in Glenboig, demonstrating the continued attraction of the 
successful development of the Gartcosh/Glenboig Community Growth area, which is 
of interest to many housebuilders.

Latest feedback from the Scottish Government Planning Performance Framework 
(April 19 - March 20) shows that the council made decisions on major planning 
applications within an average of 20.7 weeks, which is faster than the Scottish 
average of 33.5 weeks.

Local Development Plan: The North Lanarkshire Local Development Plan has been 
submitted and is currently under examination by the Scottish Government Reporters. 
We anticipate the Plan will be adopted in the summer of 2021.

Planning Legislation: The Scottish Government has just published the National Planning 
Framework 4 position statement which brings together the thoughts and ideas heard so 
far during their call for ideas and sets out to update their progress in setting a new course 
for planning in Scotland. 

http://www.gov.scot/publications/scotlands-fourth-national-planning-framework-position-statement
http://www.gov.scot/publications/scotlands-fourth-national-planning-framework-position-statement


City Deal
Through the Glasgow City Region City Deal, £202 million 
will be invested in North Lanarkshire to help generate 
economic growth by improving infrastructure and 
opportunities for regeneration over the next 20 years.

Our three core projects are:

• the Pan-Lanarkshire orbital transport corridor will create new opportunities for 
transport connections in Motherwell and links across North Lanarkshire and unlock 
the regeneration of Ravenscraig and achieve economic, social and environmental 
benefits

• the Glenboig Link Road, which is now complete, has delivered new road 
infrastructure to encourage new houses and facilities in the Gartcosh and Glenbog 
area and supports business development at the Gartcosh Business Park

• improvements along the A8/M8 corridor, including a low carbon hub at Eurocentral 
and additional access from the A8 to employment land.

Key to the overall initiative is the Ravenscraig Infrastructure Access project, as part of 
the Pan-Lanarkshire orbital transport corridor, which will create new and improved 
connections from Ravenscraig south to Motherwell and the M74 and north to the M8. 
This project will see new roads constructed and improvements made to the existing 
roads, and new cycling and walking routes throughout.

The plans include: 

• a new dual carriageway from Ravenscraig Regional Sports Facility to Motherwell, 
including a new bridge crossing under the railway and a new junction at Airbles 
Road/Windmillhill Street.

• a new junction at Airbles Road/Windmillhill Street

• dualling the A723 from Ravenscraig to the M8 and

• improved walking and cycling links throughout.

Work has started on a new regional transport integration hub at Motherwell station. 
The £14.5 million project will see the station undergo redevelopment work, as well as 
an overhaul of the public realm outside the station building, improving links between 
bus and train services as well as reducing congestion.

Once complete the project will deliver:

• An enhanced station forecourt and building with improved ticket facilities, retail 
environment, customer toilets and waiting facilities.

• Improvements to pedestrian and cycling access, expansion of bus facilities on Muir 
Street, new facilities for taxis, car drop-offs and disabled parking, and additional 
park and ride facilities at Farm Street.

The project will provide increased access for local people to jobs, education and 
training opportunities in Lanarkshire and the rest of central Scotland, as well as linking 
to the wider City Deal project at Ravenscraig.



Our aim is to re-position our towns as mixed use spaces, promoting town centre 
living and positioning local services in towns and communities.

Each main town has its own plan which will see a new focus on clarity of purpose.

Key elements of these transformation plans include more town centre housing 
delivered, increased investment and job opportunities, shopping and leisure activities 
and encouraging visitors.

Take a look at our Town Visions

Some examples of town centre projects are set out below:

Town Visions
We are currently consulting on long-term Vision plans for 
our eight towns and already have a range of projects 
underway to transform our town centres.

Motherwell

Leslie Street Acquisition and demolition of former children’s home and 
development for residential use.

Motherwell Train Station Construction of Park & Ride, improved station and forecourt and 
improved access infrastructure (including active travel links). 
Station works started June 2020 and works on the Park & Ride 
are due to start mid 2021.

Motherwell Old Town Hall Proposed residential conversion of this part vacant property as 
part of council’s new supply programme. Design Team in place 
and planning due to be sought prior to December 2020.

Windmillhill Street Properties owned by NLP - proposed residential conversion of 
upper floors as part of council’s new supply programme.

YMCA/Brandon Street Residential conversion of former YMCA building (acquired by 
NLC) and associated development on adjoining land as part of 
council’s new supply programme  
(programme to be confirmed).

Wishaw

Caledonian Road Demolition of the former derelict Methodist Church site (acquired 
by NLC) and development as part of council’s new supply 
programme (programme to be confirmed).

East Academy Street Residential development of former Market site by Link Housing 
Assoc. (near completion)

Kings House Demolition of Kings House (former office site now acquired by 
NLC) and development for residential use as part of council’s new 
supply programme (programme to be confirmed).

Main Street Residential development of former Tesco site by Trust Housing 
Assoc.

Robert Street Residential development of former care home site as part of 
council’s new supply programme (work started on site Septem-
ber 2020)

Airdrie

Bromknoll Street Church Residential development via new build and conversion. Works 
on site with anticipated completion - April 2021.

Buchanan Street/Hallcraig 
Street

Structural and refurbishment works of commercial units and 
flats as part of council’s new supply programme. Works started 
on site in September 2020 - due for completion - March 2021.

Graham Street Structural, refurbishment and conversion works of commercial 
units and flats as part of council’s new supply programme. 
External structural works are now complete.

Mill Loan Residential development

Orrs building Demolition of building and development of 20 flats and 
commercial space on ground floor. Demolition works due start 
later this year with the completion early 2022.

Coatbridge

Bank Street Demolition of derelict/vacant buildings, with facade retention, for 
development of new flats and supported housing 
accommodation. Due for tender - October 2020.

Main Street Demolition of fire damaged buildings/land and development of 
new flats.

Municipal Buildings, 
Kildonan Street

Proposed conversion of building for mainly residential use as 
part of council’s new supply programme. Design Team being 
appointed to progress proposals.

Cumbernauld

Cumbernauld Green Route Development of a new active travel link connecting Abronhill 
with Cumbernauld Town Centre. Works on site and due for 
completion December 2020.

Kilsyth

Former Police Station Site Residential development

Main Street Residential development

https://www.northlanarkshire.gov.uk/regeneration-and-investment/towns-and-communities/place-vision


Parks
Our 10-year Parks for the Future programme is paving the way for work to begin on 
delivering improvements at Palacerigg and Strathclyde Country Parks, including 
proposals for a community cycling hub, a bridge spanning Strathclyde Loch and a 
residential outdoor centre.

This plan will put our country parks at the heart of our communities, with improved 
active travel routes allowing more people to visit and make them attractive 
destinations for families, walkers and cyclists, sports enthusiasts, schools and 
community groups.

At Strathclyde Country Park the flagship proposals are 
to create a lagoon area safe for paddling with a bridge 
crossing the loch, and a new outdoor centre with 
accommodation and events space. 

For Palacerigg, the plan builds on the park’s role as a 
community asset, focusing on play, outdoor activity and 
wildlife conservation. A new attraction will be created 

around play facilities for children of all ages, and a new gateway developed at 
Glencryan.

Drumpellier Country Park is being developed as a gateway to the Seven Lochs 
Wetland Park, a new regional park spanning the Glasgow and North Lanarkshire 
boundaries between Easterhouse, Coatbridge and Stepps.

http://www.northlanarkshire.gov.uk/regeneration-and-investment/towns-and-communities/place-vision/country-parks


Investment and 
Enterprise
North Lanarkshire has one of Scotland’s fastest growing 
economies, growing at a rate of 20.5% over the last 10 
years.

Occupying a strategic location in central Scotland, we have first-class 
transport links, particularly along the M8 corridor, positioning North 
Lanarkshire as the place to invest. This is reflected in our statistics which 
show that 8,390 businesses are based in North Lanarkshire as of 2020 – 
an increase of 24% since 2010.

Before coronavirus, the working age employment rate had increased by 6% 
over the last four years – double the Scottish rate over the same period. 
Almost 77% of North Lanarkshire’s working age population (aged 16-64) 
were either in employment or actively seeking employment between July 
2019 and June 2020 but the pandemic has significantly disrupted labour 
markets globally and in the UK with North Lanarkshire being no exception. 
North Lanarkshire’s claimant count is currently 78% higher than those in 
March 2020 with 14,650 people claiming in October 2020.

It is anticipated that the economy will recover gradually as we transition 
through and out of the Covid-19 crisis and plans are moving quickly to invest 
in the area. We have already delivered more than £43.5 million of Scottish 
Government grant funding to local businesses over the last few months to 
support business recovery and protect jobs and we are progressing with our 
ambitious investment programme in housing, town centres, commercial 
developments as well as major road, active travel and digital infrastructure 
improvements.



Residents are now being encouraged to have their say on exciting proposals to create 
New Town Hubs across North Lanarkshire.

As part of a 10-year plan, a number of potential sites have been identified in Airdrie, 
Bellshill, Coatbridge, Cumbernauld, Kilsyth, Motherwell, Shotts and Wishaw for major 
town hub projects.

The town hubs will see community facilities such as leisure, services for older adults, 
retail opportunities and schools being brought together in one easily accessible, vibrant 
location.

The council’s vision will also include the replacement of every school not replaced or 
remodelled since 1996. 

Situated in the heart of communities, the town hubs will include partnership services 
such as health and police in addition to other council amenities people need to access. 

The final decisions on potential sites will be made after the public consultation is 
complete.

Our vision is that schools should be places for the whole community, not just the 
school community. This isn’t just about talking to people and telling them about our 
plans; it’s about bringing people together to contribute meaningful insight through our 
nine community boards, so their voices are heard and used to make important 
decisions about local services now, and in the future.

TOWN HUBS - PROPOSED SHORTLISTED LOCATIONS FOR HUBS IN EACH TOWN

Airdrie Monklands Hospital site or Rawyards

Bellshill Hattonrigg Road, Cardinal Newman High School and Sir
Matt Busby Sports Complex or Bellshill Academy and
Sportsfield

Coatbridge St Ambrose High School, Coatbridge High School or 
St Andrew’s High School

Cumbernauld Our Lady’s High School or Cumbernauld Town Centre

Kilsyth Kilsyth Academy or Kilsyth Town Centre

Motherwell Forgewood, North Motherwell or Ravenscraig

Shotts Calderhead High School

Wishaw West of St Aidan’s High School or Wishaw Sports Centre

COMMUNITY HUBS - PHASE ONE

Includes some phase three projects from the former Schools and Centres 21 programme:

The new Chryston Primary School and Community Health Centre

The new Newmains/St Brigid’s Primary Schools, Newmains with Family Learning
Centre and outdoor sports facilities

The new hub at Carnbroe/Sikeside

Other projects within this pipeline include a new St Kevin’s Primary School, 
Bargeddie; Lawmuir/Sacred Heart Primary School, Bellshill; Gartcosh Primary 
School; and Ravenscraig.

Town and Community Hubs

http://www.northlanarkshire.gov.uk/regeneration-and-investment/towns-and-communities/place-vision/town-and-community-hubs


We’ve established nine Community Boards which will enhance and support 
community involvement and will provide a single approach for local community-led 
decision making.  

A breakdown of the areas covered by each Community Board is highlighted below:

We’re committed to supporting our residents, communities, town centres and local 
economy and are making significant progress in all aspects of our plan.

By working with our partners, both public and private sector, we can deliver real 
change that positively impacts on all aspects of the day to day lives of everyone in 
North Lanarkshire.

Airdrie: Wards 8, 9 and 12

Bellshill: Wards 14, 15 and 16

Coatbridge: Wards 6, 7, 10 and 11

Cumbernauld: Wards 2, 3 and 4

Kilsyth: Ward 1

Motherwell: Wards 17, 18 and 19

Wishaw: Wards 20 and 21

Shotts: Ward 13

Northern Corridor: Wards 5 and 6

Community Boards
We can’t realise our vision without working with communities to develop it. Our people and communities play a 
crucial role in making the real decisions that will affect them and where they live.
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