MEMORANDUM ON THE PROVISIONS OF
THE LOTTERIES AND AMUSEMENTS ACT 1976

Section 5 of the Act authorises the conduct of lotteries for purposes other than for private gain
by societies (which includes clubs, institutions, organisations or branches of these) for raising
money for charitable, sporting and other purposes. Under the Act the following conditions
must be observed in connection with the promotion and conduct of such lotteries:

(1) the promoter must be a member of the Society and be authorised in writing by the
governing body of the Society to act as such;

(2) the total prize money shall not exceed 55% of the proceeds and the price of any ticket
or chance shall not exceed £1;

(3) the whole proceeds after deduction of lawful expenses (not exceeding 35% of the
proceeds) and the provision of prizes (not exceeding 55% of the proceeds) must not
exceed 80% in aggregate of the proceeds and must be applied for the purpose of the
Society;

(4) the price of every ticket must be the same and shall be stated on the ticket;

(5) the total value of the tickets or chances sold must not exceed £20,000 for an individual
draw or £250,000 over a calendar year. Otherwise the Society must register with the
Gaming Board;

(6) every ticket must specify the name of the Society, the name and address of the
promoter, the name of the registration authority with which the Society is registered, or
that the Society is registered with the Gaming Board and the date of which the
determination of the prize winners will take place;

(7) no ticket or chance in a Society’s lottery or local lottery shall be sold by or to any person
under sixteen years of age.

Any breach of the foregoing conditions is deemed to be an offence.

The society must be registered with the Local Authority in whose area the office of the Society
is situated - the registration fee is £35 with a renewal fee of £17.50 payable as at 1 January,
of every year while the Society remains registered. Power is given under Schedule 1 of the
Act to refuse to register a Society or to revoke its registration after giving the Society an
opportunity of being heard. A right of appeal to the Sheriff is given.

Under schedule 1 of the Act the promoter of a lottery must make a return not later than the
end of the third month after the date of the lottery, certified by two other members of the
Society. Such a return is to be deposited at the office of the Local Authority for one year and
may be inspected by members of the public free of charge. Failure to make a return or making
a false return is an offence. The promoter of a lottery must also send, with every return made
to the Local Authority, a copy of the scheme under which each lottery is promoted, and failure
to do so is an offence.

# Return forms may be obtained, on request, from Chief Officer (Legal and Democratic),
North Lanarkshire Council, Civic Centre, Windmillhill Street, Motherwell, ML1 1AB



