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ARRANGEMENTS IN FORCE AT THE POLL


	Election
	Scottish Parliamentary Election

	Constituency Returning Officer
	Kenneth Lawrie

	Area
	Falkirk Council

	Date
	Thursday, 7 May 2026




At this election the following arrangements will apply.

What is a Polling Place?
For these arrangements, a polling place means the building in which the polling station(s) is located and its curtilage.  This includes boundary features such as walls, fences, and gates and, for schools, includes the playground and car park.

What is a Polling Station?
A polling station means the room within a building where electors cast their vote.  More than one polling station may be in a polling place.  Entry to the polling station is restricted by law.

Who can enter a Polling Station?
The law specifically provides for certain persons to be present in polling stations.  These are:
· voters
· candidates
· election agents
· polling agents
· Constituency and Regional Returning Officers and members of their staff
· police officers on duty
· representatives of the Electoral Commission
· accredited observers
· persons under the age of 16 who accompany voters
· companions of voters with disabilities

However, except for voters, persons under 16 accompanying voters, the companions of voters with disabilities or police officers on duty at the polling station, only those persons who have received, in writing, a copy of the requirement of secrecy set out under article 31 of The Scottish Parliament (Elections etc.) Order 2015, as evidenced by an admission pass authorised by the Constituency Returning Officer, will be given entry.

No-one in attendance at a polling station shall interfere with the work of polling staff or impede them in the operation of their duties.  The Presiding Officer is responsible for maintaining order in the polling station and has the power to order a person’s removal in the event of any disturbance.

Polling Agents
Polling agents have the right to enter and to remain in the polling station and to observe voting.  The main purpose of their appointment is to detect personation – that is, people voting illegally in the name of another voter.

Polling agents may attend at polling stations within the constituency; however, not more than one polling agent can be admitted on behalf of the same candidate/party at the same time.

The main duties and responsibilities of polling agents on polling day are:

· to be present at their polling station before the opening of the poll to observe the Presiding Officer showing the empty ballot box prior to sealing.
· to detect personation and prevent people from voting more than once in the election.
· to report to their election agent any improper occurrences.
· to be present when the Presiding Officer marks ballot papers at the request of electors.
· to be present at the close of poll when the various packets of documents are sealed.  At the close of poll only, the polling agent may attach their seal to any packets made up by the Presiding Officer, including the ballot box.
· to maintain the secrecy of the ballot.  Polling agents must not give information to anyone as to who has or has not voted, or a person’s elector number, or the official mark.
A polling agent can mark off on their copy of the register of electors those voters who have applied for ballot papers.  If the polling agent leaves the polling station during the hours of polling, they will need to leave the marked copy of the register in the polling station to ensure that secrecy requirements are not breached.

While a polling agent can observe the poll, they do not have to present in a polling station for polling and related procedures to take place. 

Campaigning of Polling Day
Campaigning (including offering any election leaflets or like material) is not permitted within a polling station or a polling place.  Presiding officers must ensure that voters can quietly and privately cast their vote free from any intimidation and provide a space where the secrecy of the ballot will be respected.  Voters should be able to enter the polling place (as defined above) in the same manner.

Display of Campaign Materials
No campaigning material shall be displayed inside the boundary of any polling place or affixed to boundary walls, fences or gates etc., surrounding the premises.  This prohibition includes display boards being leant against the outside of any boundary feature.

Bills, posters, and advertisements in connection with the election must not be displayed on any property without the prior approval of the owner of that property or anyone else with an interest in it.  

Falkirk Council has advised that its policy is to refuse permission for the display on its properties of any campaigning material in connection with elections or referendums and this ban applies particularly to the display of material on lamp standards and road signs in addition to Council owned roads, footpaths and road verges.  Falkirk Council reserves the right to levy a charge if it is required to remove any election or referendum material.

It is understood that, in the case of trunk roads and motorways, Transport Scotland has stated that the placing of election or referendum material is not permitted and will be removed immediately.

Signs and Notices
The Presiding Officer at Station No.1 will ensure that signs and notices are in place to provide information to voters.  This will include:

· an “information for voters” notice in each polling booth.
· a “no photography in the polling station” notice.
· a notice with a QR code providing a link to the audio version of the ballot papers.
· a notice entitled “guidance to voters” displayed both inside and outside the polling station.
· a list showing the names of candidates at the regional contest displayed inside and/or outside the polling station.
· a large sample copy of each of the ballot paper(s) displayed in the polling station.
· an enlarged hand-held copy of each of the ballot paper(s) marked “sample” which can be given to voters who are partially sighted to take into the polling booth for reference when marking their papers.

No posters or other material that might be construed as supporting the views of any election campaigner should be displayed in or on the premises.  If any such materials are found, they must be removed or covered up.

Tellers
Candidates may appoint tellers to act on their behalf at the poll.  Tellers are volunteers for their respective candidate/party.  They stand outside the polling stations or polling places and record the electoral number of voters who have voted.  By identifying electors who have not voted and relaying this information to the candidate/party or their supporters, tellers play a vital and important role in elections.  Campaigners or their supporters may then contact the voters who have not yet been to vote during polling day and encourage them to vote.

There should be no more than one teller at a polling station for each candidate/party at any time.  Where a polling place contains more than one polling station with separate entrances, it may be appropriate for there to be tellers at each entrance, but no more than one per candidate/party.

Tellers have no legal status and voters have the right to refuse to give them any information. 

Tellers must:
· always remain outside the polling station.
· only enter the polling station to cast their own vote, to vote as a proxy or to accompany a disabled voter.
· always comply with the instructions of the Returning Officer and the Presiding Officer.  

Tellers must not:
· be able to see or hear what is happening inside the polling station.
· impede, obstruct or intimidate voters on their way in or out of the polling station.
· 	demand any information relating to a voter’s elector number, name or address.
· 	ask voters to re-enter the polling station to ascertain their elector number.
· have discussions with voters that may give rise to allegations of undue influence (e.g. voting intentions).
· display any material in support of or against any candidate/party other than a rosette or badge.

The Presiding Officer will check on tellers’ activities from time to time to ensure that they do not block the entrance or hinder voters from entering the polling station.

Rosettes
Tellers should wear a coloured rosette or badge of a reasonable size as this assists voters by making it clear that they are not electoral officials.  While the rosette may not be oversized, it may carry the name of a candidate or political party but should not bear a slogan.  Tellers must not wear, carry or display any headwear, footwear or other apparel that carries any writing, picture or sign relating to any candidate or registered political party, apart from the rosette or badge.

Polling agents on duty within a polling place for the purpose of detecting personation must not interfere with the voting process and must not campaign or canvass support in the polling station.  If they do wear a rosette or a badge, it should be plain but may display the name of a candidate, party and/or emblem.

There will, however, be no restriction on the wearing of a badge or rosette displaying the name of the individual candidate and/or a registered party name, emblem or description within a polling place by:

· a candidate, election agent or polling agent making a brief visit to the polling place,
· or any person entering the polling place for the purposes of:
· voting personally, or
· assisting another voter to vote where permitted to do so by law.  

Cars
There should be no long-term parking of vehicles used for election purposes (for example, displaying election materials or using loudspeakers) within the polling place or immediately outside the entrance(s) to it.  Cars being used in campaigning that are also being used to transport voters may need to wait for the voter while they visit the polling station, but this should not be unduly prolonged.  Parking is generally allowed within the curtilage of a polling place only where it is practicable in terms of space and where obstruction can be avoided.  Where necessary, the Presiding Officer may order that a car is moved or removed and may require the assistance of a police officer on duty in that regard.

Voters with disabilities
Voters with disabilities may request the assistance of the Presiding Officer to mark the ballot paper for them.  Alternatively, they may be assisted by a companion, with the permission of the Presiding Officer who must be satisfied that the voter’s disabilities would prevent them from casting their vote unaided.  The companion of a voter with disabilities must be either a close relative (father, mother, brother, sister, spouse, civil partner, child or grandchild who is over the age of 16) or a qualified elector.

Presiding Officers will ensure that they explain the process clearly to both the elector and their companion.  Presiding Officers will also ensure that disabled voters are not offered a lower standard of service than other voters.  Reasonable adjustments to practices and procedures will be made so that people with a range of disabilities are not disadvantaged in any way.

Voting Information
While there is no specific entitlement in law for candidates or agents to be informed of the numbers of persons who have voted, the Returning Officer has advised that it will be permissible for election and polling agents to ask for information on the actual number of ballot papers that have been issued at a polling station from time to time throughout the day.  The information will be provided on request unless doing so would impact negatively on any voters who are in a queue at the polling station and are waiting to be issued with a ballot paper.  In these circumstances, the agent making the request will be advised to return later when the information will be provided where possible.

Information as to whether a particular person has or has not voted shall not be given, although such information may be necessary in a case where an agent has raised a question of personation.  

Conduct of the Poll
Any matters relating to the conduct of the poll should be referred to the Election Office in the first instance.



	Election Office (Falkirk Council)
	Kenneth Lawrie

	The Foundry
	Constituency Returning Officer

	4 Central Boulevard
	

	Larbert, FK5 4RU
	March 2026
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