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Dear Sir/Madam,

Scottish Parliament Election – Thursday, 7 May 2026

Thank you for your interest in standing as a candidate in the [insert name] Constituency for the forthcoming Scottish Parliament Elections to be held on 7 May 2026. 

Please find enclosed statutory information, guidance and documentation that may assist you when completing your nomination and in preparation for your participation in the election. 

The Electoral Commission has produced a suite of formal guidance documents for candidates and agents at Scottish Parliament elections, available at:
Guidance for Candidates and Agents at Scottish Parliament elections | Electoral Commission	
These documents cover each stage of the process and include: 

· Part 1 – Can You Stand for Election?
(qualifications and disqualifications, when you officially become a candidate).
· Part 2a – Standing at the Constituency Election
(nomination process, required forms and submission of papers).
· Part 3 – Spending and Donations
(candidate spending limits, what counts as spending, and reporting requirements).
· Part 4 – The Campaign
(rules on campaign material, imprints and general campaigning requirements).
· Part 5 – Your Right to Attend Key Electoral Events
(attendance at postal vote openings, polling day, verification and the count).
· Part 6 – After the Declaration of Results
(spending returns, candidate declarations and access to election documentation).
These resources provide the statutory requirements and procedures candidates and agents must follow at each stage of the election process. 

Please note that nomination papers must be lodged at the Election Office, Civic Centre, Motherwell, no later than 4.00pm on Wednesday, 1 April 2026. This statutory deadline cannot be extended.



To support you in preparing your submission, a ‘pre‑lodging check’ is available. A Depute Returning Officer will undertake an initial review of your paperwork, which should be submitted electronically to the Election Office. Following this review, you will be contacted to arrange an appointment to hand‑deliver your documents for formal lodgment.

On conclusion of the deadline of the nomination process, you will receive confirmation of your papers being lodged and considered a valid nomination.  Details will also be provided outlining the process for accreditation to the opening of the postal votes and the Count. 

Support and Contact Information

The Election Team is committed to delivering a transparent and well managed electoral process, if you require any support or assistance with any aspect of the nomination or election process, please contact the Elections Office at: ElectionOffice@northlan.gov.uk or by telephoning 01698302056/302029.


Yours faithfully
[image: cid:image002.gif@01D369D5.3B344C30]




Constituency Returning Officer

Encl.





SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT ELECTION

THURSDAY, 7 MAY 2026

STATUTORY INFORMATION AND DOCUMENTATION FOR CANDIDATES



1. Constituency Nomination Pack Contents

Your nomination pack includes the following statutory documents:

· Candidate Checklist
· Nomination Form
· Candidate Consent to Nomination
· Certificate of Party Authorisation
· Party Emblem Request Form
· Notice of Withdrawal (Constituency)


2. Payment Method and Authorisation of Return of Deposit

All candidates are required to lodge a £500 deposit at the time of submitting their nomination. Payment may be made by bank transfer or credit/debit card.
Bank Transfer
	Account Name:
	North Lanarkshire Council General Fund

	Account Number:
	11627156

	Sort Code:
	83-07-06

	Reference:
	Please include a reference that clearly states your party, name, and constituency.



Credit/Debit Card
· Payment will be processed at the point of lodging your nomination, through the Councils Paye.Net system. Please ensure that you bring with you the card to be issued for this transaction.

Please note that a nomination cannot be formally lodged until full payment has been received.


Eligibility Criteria for Deposit Return
· If the candidate is not elected, they may be eligible for a refund of the £500 deposit.

· The deposit will be returned if the candidate receives more than 5% of the total valid votes cast in the Constituency.

· If the candidate receives 5% or fewer of the valid votes, the deposit will be forfeited.




Return of Deposit
If the candidate is eligible for the return of the deposit, the refund will be processed by bank transfer. To allow the Returning Officer to issue the refund within the statutory timescale (i.e., by 10 May 2026), please complete and return the authorisation for the return of deposit to the Election Office no later than 4 May 2026.


3. Candidate Spending Limits

There are statutory limits on the amount a constituency candidate may spend during the election period. These limits apply separately to both the long campaign and the short campaign and are set in law.

The spending limit is determined by:

· whether the constituency is classified as a burgh or county constituency;

· the number of electors listed on the electoral register on the final date for publication of the notice of election.

Candidates may request up to date elector numbers from the Electoral Registration Officer to support their planning.

Full details of both the fixed and variable spending limits are provided in this guidance and are also detailed in the Electoral Commission’s guidance for Scottish Parliament candidates and agents.


4. Election Timetable

 The timetable sets out all statutory deadlines relating to:

· Nominations
· Withdrawals
· Appointment of agents
· Postal Voting processes
· Polling day arrangements
· the Count


5. Boundary Maps

To support your understanding of the electoral area, a copy of the relevant constituency boundary map is enclosed. 

Further information is available from the Boundary Commission for Scotland:
https://www.boundaries.scot





6. Notice of Situation of Polling Places and Description of Voters Entitled to Vote and Arrangements in Force at the Poll

The Notice of Situation of Polling Places and Description of Voters Entitled to Vote is a statutory document listing every polling district in the constituency and the polling place assigned to electors in each district. It sets out where voting will take place and identifies the groups of electors entitled to vote at the election.

This notice should be read together with the Arrangements in Force at the Poll, which set out the legal requirements that apply in polling places on polling day. These arrangements include:

· the signage that must be displayed at polling stations
· the rules that apply to tellers
· the duties and permitted activities of polling agents
· the restrictions on who may enter a polling place and what they may do inside
Together, these documents provide candidates and agents with the statutory polling arrangements and the rules that apply at polling stations.


7. Accommodation for Meetings

In accordance with statutory provisions for Scottish Parliament elections, candidates and their agents should be aware that public rooms, including those within our facilities are available for the purposes of holding election meetings. 

Candidates and agents are encouraged to plan ahead and liaise early with venue administrators to secure suitable accommodation for their campaign activities. To enquire about availability, booking procedures, any conditions of use and applicable charges.

Contact details of facilities are as undernoted: 	Comment by Pamela Prentice: Is this ok for contact details to be used for the facilities?

To book a Community Centre
Email: communitycentres@northlan.gov.uk 
Phone: 01236 632 777

For a school and facility bookings:
Email: school&facilitybookings@northlan.gov.uk 
Phone: 01236 632 778


8. Electoral Register, Security and Candidate Mail

Electoral Register

The electoral register is a statutory record listing all individuals who are registered and eligible to vote within the constituency. Candidates and election agents may request access to this information for permitted electoral purposes only, in accordance with electoral law and data protection requirements. Access to the full register and absent voters list is strictly regulated and provided solely for the conduct of electoral activity.

To apply for a copy of the electoral register, please do so by completing the necessary form as included.




Police Scotland – Security Pack for Candidates
For personal safety, Police Scotland has circulated the attached pack of information covering a range of security issues for prospective candidates at the forthcoming Scottish Parliament Election. 

The pack includes details of online candidate security briefings, that are specifically designed to support candidate safety and awareness during the election period, covering both physical and online security considerations. Attendance is strongly encouraged by Police Scotland.

The material is also available on the EMB website and can be accessed via – 
Police Scotland - Candidate Security Pack – Electoral Management Board for Scotland

Royal Mail – Candidate Guidance
Royal Mail provides candidates and agents with detailed guidance on the use of the election freepost facility, a statutory entitlement that allows the distribution of campaign material to voters without postage costs. This guidance outlines the operational requirements, postal standards, and technical specifications that must be met to ensure that election mail is accepted, processed, and delivered in accordance with Royal Mail regulations.

The material is also available on the Royal Mail website and can be accessed via – 
Candidate_Mail_Guide_Scottish_Parliamentary.pdf (royalmail.com)


9. Election Contact Details

Constituency Returning Officer 
Des Murray, Constituency Returning Officer for the above Constituencies
Phone: 01698 302056/302029
Email: ElectionOffice@northlan.gov.uk		
Election Office, Civic Centre, Windmillhill Street, Motherwell ML1 1AB

Rachel Blair, Depute Constituency Returning Officer
Phone: 01698 302056/302029
Email: ElectionOffice@northlan.gov.uk		
Election Office, Civic Centre, Windmillhill Street, Motherwell ML1 1AB

Greg Telfer, Depute Constituency Returning Officer
Phone: 01698 302056/302029
Email: ElectionOffice@northlan.gov.uk	
Election Office, Civic Centre, Windmillhill Street, Motherwell ML1 1AB

Catherine Johnstone, Depute Constituency Returning Officer
Phone: 01698 302056/302029
Email: ElectionOffice@northlan.gov.uk		
Election Office, Civic Centre, Windmillhill Street, Motherwell ML1 1AB

Jacqueline Dell, Electoral Registration Officer 
Phone: 0800 030 4333
Email: ero@lanarkshire-vjb.gov.uk	
Electoral Registration Office, David Dale House, 45 John Street, Blantyre G72 0AA
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